Temporary alterations in NFI’s funding schemes and procedures
To support the industry in the difficulties due to the corona situation, NFI is making several changes to its funding schemes. This include an additional 14 millionNorwegian kroners  to film development, as well as coverage of costs for cancelled events and altered deadlines for applications and reports.

General information for our applicants

On this site you will find information on NFI’s new case management and the adjustment to various reimbursement schemes as the result of the coronavirus. If you do not find answers to your questions, please contact the relevant project advisor.

All applicants must report changes by contacting their project advisor through the application portal as described here.

At present, no new application forms will be created due to changes in the existing schemes. Applications should therefore be sent as before, in the application portal in the correct way according to format.

General measures

· Extensions of deadlines, if required
· We accept postponements and changes in the timetables etc. as a result of the corona outbreak. This applies to all NFI schemes where grantees are affected by the corona situation.
· Increased flexibility in liquidity challenges
· We can increase the number of instalments and payments within the decisions made, if we are convinced that the project’s activity and progress can be sustained while managing the liquidity challenges. This does not apply to the Incentive Scheme.
· Coverage of liability costs
· If a project must close, we will cover the accumulated, documented expenses within NFI’s share of the grant.
Changes in development grants

Development of audiovisual productions

In order to maintain the industry’s activity level, we will allocate funds to help develop projects within several stages and formats for a total of NOK 14 million. The amount will be distributed as follows:
Development of fiction projects (feature films and drama series)

We are increasing the grant limit by a total of NOK 8 million for feature films and drama series.

We will include format-neutral projects in early development stages, which should be applied for through the consulting scheme for feature films.

This may also be used for development / production of a pilot drama series without the requirement of channel contribution.
For drama series and format neutral projects
The production company, executive producer and series creator / director / screenwriter must have been a producer and series creator / director / screenwriter during the past 5 years for a series, documentary or feature film sold to / broadcasted by an independent national or international viewing platform with wide distribution, or had a film screened in regular cinema distribution.

Applicants who already have received a grant for development, must fulfil the existing framework before applying for further development funding. This applies to all formats.

Development of documentary films (features and series) 
NFI is increasing the grant framework for developing documentary films by NOK 2 million.

Applications for development grants is to be submitted as before, to the scheme for development of documentary films, after a consultancy assessment in the application portal.

Development of computer games

NFI increases the grant framework for developing computer games by a total of NOK 2 million.

Application for development grants is to be submitted as before, in the scheme for the development of games in the application portal. 
Script Development

NFI’s script development scheme is strengthened by NOK 2 million. The application requirements are as before.

Changes in promotion funding
Promotion of works in Norway
Awarded grants

As the result of cancellations due to the corona outbreak, we will not claim reimbursement of accumulated, documented expenses in accordance with the grant specifications and fixed share of government support. However, a report and the accounts must be submitted in accordance with the requirements described in the grant letter. The funding share of the total costs will be upheld.

We will accept changes and postponements due to the coronavirus. However, a notification of such changes will need to be filed with your advisor as soon as possible.

Applications pending processing

For applications that have not yet been processed, an updated timetable must be submitted in which an assessment of how the corona situation may affect the implementation of the project must be included. Whether the implementation is considered realistic will be assessed by the NFI prior to the ruling.
New applications

We will cancel the application deadline of 12 weeks. We request that any new application must be submitted as soon as the project can be implemented. 
As before, you can apply for grants to release and promote a film on transaction-based platforms in Norway, which means platforms that pay revenues the licensees per view, typically TVOD and EST. The application deadline for these  have been revoked.

All new applications submitted must enclose a timetable with an assessment of how the corona situation may affect the implementation. 
Promotion abroad

Awarded grants
Grants awarded to projects that have been cancelled will not need to be reimbursed. Neither will any documented expenses for airfare, accommodation and so on. NFI encourages everyone to apply for reimbursement from the airlines, insurance companies and organizers. However, a report and accounts must be submitted in accordance with grant specifications. 
The funding share of the total costs will be upheld.
Applications pending processing

For applications that have not yet been processed, an updated timetable must be submitted, in which an assessment of how the corona situation may affect its implementation should be included. Whether the implementation is considered realistic will be assessed by the NFI prior to the ruling. Applications for initiatives that have been cancelled will be rejected. 
New applications

All new applications submitted must enclose a timetable with an assessment of how the corona situation may affect the implementation.

You can apply for grants to launch your productions in digital markets and festivals. You can submit as before, but can no longer include any travel expenses. Applications that are sent to a market that has now turned digital, must exclude the travel expenses in an update in the application portal.

Joint promotions
Grants awarded
Documented expenses of initiatives that are postponed or cancelled will not need to be refunded. However, alterations from the project description and expenses must be documented in the accounts and reported on according to grant specifications.
Applications pending processing

For applications that have not yet been processed, an updated timetable must be submitted, in which an assessment of how the corona situation may affect its implementation should be included. Whether the implementation is considered realistic will be assessed by the NFI prior to the ruling. Applications for measures that have been cancelled will be rejected.
New applications

We are cancelling the application deadline of 6 weeks. We request for the application to be submitted as soon as the production can be implemented.

All new submitted applications must enclose a timetable with an assessment of how the corona situation may affect the implementation.

Other grant changes
Competence-building measures

Awarded grants
Grants that have been awarded where the initiative has been cancelled will not need to be refunded. Neither will any documented expenses in accordance with grant specifications. However, a report and accounts must be submitted in line with the grant specifications.

Applications pending processing
For applications that have not yet been processed, an updated time schedule must be submitted as well as an assessment of how the corona situation may affect its implementation. Whether the implementation is considered realistic will be assessed by the NFI prior to the ruling. Applications for initiatives that have been cancelled will be rejected.
New applications

We are cancelling the application deadline of 8 weeks. We request the application to be submitted as soon as the project can be implemented.

All new applications submitted must include a timetable with an assessment of how the corona situation may affect the implementation.  
Travel grants

Grants awarded

Grants that have been awarded for cancelled events will not need to be reimbursed. Neither need documented expenses for airfare, accommodation, course fees and so on be refunded. NFI encourages everyone to apply for reimbursement from airlines, insurance companies and organizers. However, a report and accounts must be submitted according to grant specifications.

Applications pending processing

For applications not yet processed, updated information must be submitted and include an assessment of how the corona situation may affect its implementation. Whether the implementation is considered realistic will be assessed by the NFI prior to its ruling. Applications for initiatives that are cancelled will be rejected.
New applications

All new applications must provide an assessment of how the corona situation may affect the implementation. Whether it is considered realistic will be assessed by the NFI prior to its ruling.
Distribution of foreign quality films

Where the distributor must cancel or change the planned distribution of foreign quality films that have received / will receive prepaid grants, an exemption for the required reimbursement will be granted for approved, accommodated costs. As long as the grant has been used for approved expenses equivalent to 100% of the grant, no reduction will be required. This means that the demand for 200% spending (or 140% spending for children’s films and films from Asia and Africa) will be reduced to 100%.

Applicant must submit a form in the application portal about changes / cancellation. 
Postponement of a release date will be granted upon notification in the application portal and a new, required deadline will be granted. 
Project grants - dissemination

This includes the grant initiatives: Local cinema enterprises, Film festivals receiving subsidies for industry initiatives, National profiling initiatives and Expertise-raising events for intermediaries and educators.

If the event is postponed, the grant will be awarded. If the event is cancelled, the grant should be returned. However, we seek no reimbursement for accumulated, approved expenses.

In the cases where events must be changed, an exception from the required reimbursement for relevant, accumulated costs will be given.

Changes must be reported in the application portal and approved by the caseworker.

Operating grant dissemination 

The grants include support to Film festivals, Grants for cinema and film club activities, and for Journals under the National profiling measures - publications.

If the event is postponed, the grant will be awarded.

In cases where the initiative will be substantially altered or stopped, an exemption will be granted for the reimbursements as long as the accumulated costs are approved of.
Changes must be reported in the application portal and be approved by the project advisor.
